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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR

PTA PRESIDENT
JEN DEFRANCO

It is hard to imagine that this year is already coming to an end. In

a few short weeks we will all be starting our official summ er and
counting down the days until school starts again! We will have one
final “Celebration” issue of the Panther Press which w ill celebrate

our year worth of success and announce great things to look for
when you return in the fall.

In the mean time, b e sure to read through this issue to find all the
great things that are left to do this year! The Family Fun Fair on

May 14 t Teacher Appreciation Week May 3 -6, Family Book Fair
May 3 -5, Field Day, and opportunities to support the PTA through
programs lik e SCRIP and Dine and Share.

Enjoy the spring weather and make the end of the school year great!

Jen DeFranco
President, Padd ock PTA
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS
SCHOOL SUPPLY KIT PROGRAM

school{iof‘(\g$.\

School Supply Kit Program

Save yourself time and effort while supporting your school. The Schoolkidz program is a
convenient a nd economical way to get your child’s school supplies for the 2010/2011

school year while supporting the Paddock PTA. Each custo m packed kit is filled with top
quality name brands like Elmer’s, Crayola and Fiskars. Schoolkidz offers a

competitive price fo r the kits while allowing the ease of picking up a complete school

supply kit a few days prior to the first day of school.

Ordering a kit makes your back to school preparation simple and convenient. The only
items not contained in the pack are school pu rchased items such as calculators,
planners and headphones, gym shoes and backpacks which you can choose to order or
obtain on your own.

Order forms will come home with your child in the near future. Please fill out and
return the order form as soon as possible.

Panther Press
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS
FAMILY FUN FAIR
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS
FAMILY FUN FAIR
FUN FAIR REPLYF ORM

PLEASE PRINT, COMPLETE, AND RETURN THIS PAGE TO SCHOOL.

Family Name:

Youngest Child’s Name:

Youngest Child’s Teacher/Room:

Phone: E-mail:

Fun Fair ADVANCE Ticket purchase pricgtickets/$1.00

Each game will requir2 tickets to play. Advance purchase deadlifdasday, May 10"
After May 10" tickets will be available for purchaaethe gentat the price of 4 tickets/$1.00.

Culver’'s will be on site featuring delicious...
hot dogs
hamburgers/cheeseburgers
grilled chicken
custard sundaes with toppings
Food tickets will be available for purchase at the event.

| WOULD LIKE TO PURCHASEFUN FAIR TICKETS!!

How many tickets? Total enclosed: $
(Make checks payable to PADDOCK PTA.)

| WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO WORK A BOOTH AT THE FUN FAIR!!

Please indicate your time preference. Please list the names of all volunteers.

4:45 pm - 5:30 pm Name(s):
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Name(s):
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm Name(s):
7:30 pm —8:15 pm Name(s):
| would like to work at this game if it is a vailable:

(Sampling of games can be found on Fun Fair announcement.)

Tickets will be sent home via backpack with your youngest child
and will arrive the week of the Fun Fair: May 10 ""-13".

Event will take place on  FRIDAY , May 14 ", 5:00 pm —8:00 pm, Rain or Shine!

Panther Press
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS
SPRING BOOK FAIR

"All You Can Read" Book Fair Is Here Until May 5th!

This is a great way to keep your student interested in reading throughout
the summer! If your student needs ideas as to what books would be
interesting or good for their reading level, they can ask th eir teacher or Mrs.
Schwarzer. They would be happy to help.

Remember to visit the book fair during Bingo on April 30th, duri ng school
hours until May 5th, and at Open House on May 5th.
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS
PADDOCK'’S BIRTHDAY BOOK CLUB

Birthdays are a special time! To celebrate your child’s
birthday, you are invited to donate a book to our school
library in honor of your child.

For a $15.00 donation, your child can select a hardcover,
library -bound book f rom a bookcase of newly purchased
books located in the Paddock School library office.

How can you make a contribution? Around your child’'s

birthday (or ¥z birthday if your child’s birthday falls when we

are not in school), complete the form below and ret urn it with

your donation of $15.00 (cash or check) to the library. Then,

your child will receive ani  nvitation to come to the library to select a book.

A commemorative Paddock bookplate displaying your child’s name and birthday wi Il be
affixed to the book. Your child’s picture can also be displayed in the library and can

appear on the Paddock’s morninga  nnouncements. In addition, your child will be the first
student to check out the book!

The Birthday Book Program gives you a ch ance to make a lasting gift to the school library.

If you are interested in participating, please make checks payable to Paddock School. Your
generosity will benefit all of our students. We thank you for your participation and support

of our school library . If you have any questions, please feel free to contact

Mrs. Schwartzers at schwartj@ccsd15.net.

¢ <

YES, | WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A BIRTHDAY BOOK CONTRIBUTION!

Child's name

Child’s birth date

Teacher Grade

Please check one of the statements bel ow:
Please display my child’'s picture in the library and on the school’s announcements.
Please DO NOT display my chi Id’s picture in the library and on the school’s announcements

*Please make a $15 check out to Paddock School or send cash attach it to this form.

Panther Press
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
OPEN PTA POSITIONS

We are still trying to fill some open positions for next year. There

are some exciting new events we'd love to introduce but we need

your help to make it all possible. If you need more information or

are interested in  chairing or co -chairing any of the fo llowing committees, please contact
Gina Brinckerhoff at rgbrinck@comcast.net or 847 -340-5551.

Hospitality Chair

Family Readin g Night Chair

Multicultural Event Chair

Mother/Son -Father/Daughter Dance Chair (Grade K -3)
Talent Show Coordinator (Grade 4  -6)

Community Cares Coordinator

Yearbook Coordinator

Healthy Lifestyle Challenge Coordinator

Bulletin Board Coordinator

Movie Night C hair

X X X X X X X X X X

Would you rather serve on a committee than chair a committee? Please contact Gina

Brinckerhoff at rgbrinck@comcast.net. Most of the committees only serve one  -time
events and will require minimal volunteer time over the  school year. There is a place for
everyone and all help is greatly appreciated. Thank you.

SUMMER BUILDING REMODELING

Did you know Paddock is getting new carpeting this

summer? YEAH! In order to prepare for the new carpeting
all of the books in  the Resource Center need to be taken off
the shelves and packed in boxes. This is a huge job.

Please contact Teja Kics at ptk  ics@yahoo.com if you can
help. Packing will take place on May 24 -28 from
8:00-2:30pm. Any amount of time is greatly appreciat ed.
No heavy lifting will be involved.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

FIELD DAY

% Field Day Volunteers Needed
WHEN: June 4, 2010 (Friday)

WHERE: Paddock School
TIME: Shift One: 8:30 -11:00am — Grades 4 -6 & Mor ning Kindergarten
and Shift Two: 12:10 -2:15pm — Grades 1 -3 & Afternoon Kindergarten

Mr. Simonian would appreciate any help tha t you can give. It's fun and easy. Just show
up to Paddock 10 minutes before either session.

I would like to volunteer to help with field day.
| can work both shifts
| can work shift one
| can work shift two

Thank you very much for volunteering. Email to contact you:

PLEASE RETURN FOR M TO Mr. Simonian. If you have any questions, please contact
Mr. Simonian at Simoniag@ccsdl15.net or 963 -5864.

TEACHER APPRECIATION

Teacher Appreciation Week
May 3rd — 7th

Students are encouraged to write a note to their teachers thanking them for the
won derful job they do. Templates for these notes are coming home in backpacks soon.

The PTA has planned several great activitiesf  or the Paddock teachers next week. If you
signed up to donate items for the week, please remember to bring them on the
designat ed day.
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FUNDRAISING
WENDY'S DINE AND SHARE

PADDOCK

First Fridays For Fundraising

By dining at any of the 3 Wendy's in Palatine on
the first Friday of every month until the end of

the year, you will help raise money for Paddock
PTA! So, remember to go to one of the Palatine
Wendy'’s locations on Friday, May  7th, June 4th,
July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd, October

1st, November 5th, and December 3rd.

You simply need to purchase f  ood or drink, either
inside or from the drive  -thru, from Wendy's,
anytime between 5:00pm and 8:00pm on these

days and 15% of yo ur purchase will come right
back to Paddock!

RAISE -A-READER CONTEST

Paddock School is excited to announce that it will be participating in Raise
a Reader contest,
sponsored by the International Reading Association and Parents magazine.

The school with the most minutes read per stude nt enrolled at the school
will receive $5,000 for their library. Individual readers are also eligible for
great prizes.
The con test ends May 31. Kids are already reading for class, so why not put
their efforts to good use for funds, right? Imagine what we could add to our
r esource center with that $5,000 prize!

For more info, go to http://www.parents.com/reading/stuartrpaddockelementarypalil

Registration only takes about a minute. So, make sure you sign up today!

Panther Press
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FUNDRAISING

PADDOCK
The end of the year is approaching. What is a GREAT way to
thank your teachers? Give them a gift card from Scrip and
help your s chool raise money at the same time! Orders are
due by MONDAY, MAY 17TH. Order forms will be arriving
home in backpacks the first ~ week of May.
Page 10 Panther Press
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FUNDRAISING
FUNDRAISING REPORT AND UPDATE

Thank you to everyone who purchased artwork with your child’s creations

from ArtStamps. We thought the artwork looked great and w e hope you are

pleased with the products when they arrive. The ArtStamps sale raised about

$250.

Additionally, thank you to the families that purchased flowers in the PTA flower sale with Kinsch

florist. That sale brought us another $262. Finally, thanks to those who ate at Wendy’s on our dine
and share nights in February/March. Those 4 nights brought us checks valuing more than $1200!

PADDOCK

SCRIP has brought in only $1,474 to -date, which is $1,025 short of our goal for that program.

Fundraising efforts th  is year (Fun Run, Fall Raffle, direct donations, etc) have brought in $12,263
which is $2,552 short of our budgeted fundraising goal.

Our total combined estimated income for the 2009 -2010 school year was $17,093. Combining all of
our shortfall amounts br  ings our shortage to approximately $7,966 for the year.

How can we close the gap?

We have cut back our spending on a variety of programs this year...but we still have programs to pay
for before the year ends. Some remaining opportunities for our families to contribute to the SRP PTA
before the year ends allows us to do the things we might normally do —regular convenience

fundraise rs.

First, with the end of the year quickly approaching, we are hoping to make up a portion of our shor t-
fall with some of our regular convenience fundraisers. Please keep SCRIP cards in mind as you plan

for teacher gifts, graduation  gifts, birthday gifts and any other occasion that you could use a gift card.

You can even use SCRIP for your regular shopping t rips -Jewel, Dominick’s, Kohl's, iTunes, Amazon,
restaurants, movies, clothing stores, book stores, etc. We will be placing a fin al SCRIP order in May,
so think ahead and plan for your summer events where you can use gift cards in place of cash.

Second, we will be hosting ongoing dine and share events during the end of the year and throughout

the summer. We will host “First Frida y” at Wendy'’s. The first Friday of every month, May —December
2010, we will have a dine -n-share night. We will receive a percenta  ge of all profits that come in from
5:00pm -8:00pm at all 3 Wendy’s in Palatine: NW Hwy -across from the YMCA, NW Hwy  —near
Palatine/NW Hwy, and the Dundee Location -near Rt 53. The 4 nights we have hosted, in March,

proved to be very successful and brought in a large portion of our deficit for the year.

Also, don't forget that every time you visit Jamba Juice and present your Ja mba Card you received
earlier this year, Paddock PTA receives a percentage of your purchase, while the National PTA receives
an additional percentage. It  is a win -win for everyone!

Finally, don't forget that by putting clothing and household donations into the Green Bin in the Pa d-
dock parking lot, earns money for the Paddock PTA, in addition to promoting recycling in the
community.

As always, thank you  for your tireless support. We appreciate all that you do, as members, to help us
provide quality programming and support to the students at Paddock Elementary.

~ The PTA Executive Board and Fundraising Committee

Panther Press
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REMINDERS

PADDOCK OPEN HOUSE
WEDNESDAY, MAY 5th, 6:30 —8:00pm

Book Fair will be open

PTA General Membership Meeting will be
at 6:15pm in the cafeteria

Hope To See You There...

2010 NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT

The Paddock PTA Nominating Committee would like to respectfully submit
the following slate of officers for election at the May 5th PTA General
Membership Meeting:

President: Gina Brinckerhoff
President -elect: Jennifer H urwitz
1st VP of Programs: Hayley Ferber
2nd VP of Fundraising: Mana Bhasin
3rd VP of Legislation: Jen DeFranco
Treasurer: K aren Stearney
Secretary: Julie VanderArk

The PTA general membership meeting will be held on
Wednesday, May 5, 2010,
in the P addock cafeteria at 6:15 p.m.

Respectfully, Lori Ozgen, Pam Jackson, Trish Foltman, Caryn Riemer,
Vicki Wilson

The above repo rt is also posted in the Paddock school office, on the PTA
Bulletin Board, and online at www.paddockpta.org and www.bigtent.com
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REMINDERS

A NOTE FROM NUTRITION SERVICES

Starting Monday, May 10th, elementary students will no longer be able to charge

(use 1.O.U.’s) lunch or a la carte items. If your student owes money for lunch or a la

carte, they will not be able to purchase anything until the 1.O.U. is paid. Your student
needs to have sufficient funds in their account for any purchases after this date.

Mealtime Online will not be available Thursday, June 3, 2010 through Monday, August
16, 2010. No online payments can be made between thes e dates. However, you can still
view your student’s account during these dates.

If your sixth grade student has a balance at th e end of the school year, this balance will
be transferred to their account at the junior high they will be attending. Please co ntact
the lunch coordinator at your school or (847) 963 -3928 to find out how much is left in

your student’s account. Cash refund s of less than $10.00 can be issued to your
student upon receipt of a signed parent/guardian note. Refunds greater than $10.00

will be issued by a District check and mailed home to the address indicated once a

parent request has been received. Please be  advised that we cannot issue cash refunds
the last three days of school. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to

contact your lunch coordinator or the Nutrition Services office at (847) 963 -3928.

PANTHER PRIDE BULLETIN BOARD

Stuart R Paddock PTA

There is a new Panther Pride Bulletin Board :
is now on Facebook!

in the school office. It will display positive
newspaper articles on students that attend
Paddock. Parents should bring in articles or and become a Stuart R
notify the office if their child was Paddock PTA fan today.
recognized in the news.

Log on or join Facebook

You will receiv e PTA
reminders and links to
PTA websites and more

via Facebook!
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COMMUNITY
PALATINE LIBRARY SUMMER READING PROGRAM

PALATINE LIBRARY PRESENTS SUMMER
READING 2010: S cARE UrP A GOooD BoOoOK

Research shows that children who read over the summer
retain their skills and perform better in school in the fall.
The Palatine Public Library makes it easy to keep kids
engaged in rea ding with a fun and rewarding summer
reading program.

“Scare Up A Good Book " is the theme for the 2010 Palatine Public Library District’s
Summer Reading Program, and cardholders, ages two through adult, are invited to

participate in a monster -ous mash -up of reading, fun and prizes. Registration begins
June 1 and the program runs through July 31. Bring your Palatine Library card and
sign up at the Main Library, Freeman Road Branch or Rand Road Branch. Bookmobile
sign up will begin Friday, June 11. Ever yone who completes the program will receive a
cool T-shirt, generously provided by the Friends of the Palatine Library. As alwa ys,

participants will have an opportunity to “Read On” for a chance to win additional prizes
in August.

Participants can choos e to read a certain number or books or a certain number of

pages. Prizes for an optional halfway visit will be available through July 3 .
Grade Level Total Number of Pages or Books
Preschool —1st Grade 40 books or 1200 pages
2nd —3rd Grade 16 books or 1400 pages
4th —6th Grade 5 books or 800 pages
7th —8th Grade 5 books or 1000 pages
High icdht?lfsl and 5 books or 1500 pages

This year’s program will also include summer book chats just for kids. Have your child

join us for a hauntingly good b ook discussion, refreshments and tie -in activities. Grades
1-3 willread The Class Trip from the Black Lagoon , by Mike Thaler wi th a book chat on
Friday, June 25, from 2:00 —3:00 p.m. Grades 4 -6 will read Bunnicula: a Rabbit -Tale of
Mystery by Deborah an d James Howe with a chaton  Monday, July 19, from 7:00 —8:30
p.m.

For more information please call 847 -358-5881 or visit www.p alatinelibrary.org.
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COMMUNITY
CAMP INVENTION
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DISTRICT 15 NEWS
NEWS RELEASE

D15 students’ artwork receives state, national recognition
Two of lllinois’ 24 entries for judging at the National Awards and Re cognition level of the
2009 -10 PTA Reflections art program will be from District 15 students.
Those students are:
- Delaney Gar cea, a kindergartner at Stuart R. Paddock School, for her essay, Beauty
Is ...
- Mary Tang , a second -grade student at Frank  C. Whi teley School, for her dance, Water

Lily

Artwork by four other District 15 students received Honorable Mention awards at the

state level of the program. Those students are:

- Lisa Chen , a sixth -grade student at Central Road School, for her entry in the visual
arts category, A Quiet Place in the Woods

- Bailey Hooker , a fifth -grade student at Thomas Jefferson School, for her ent ry in the
visual arts category, Flowers in the Morning

- Austin Mathews |, a fifth -grade student at Thomas Jefferson School, for h is
photograph, Beauty is a Sunflower

- Alyssa Plank , a fifth -grade student at Hunting Ridge School, for her photograph, Yin
and Yang

Reflections is a national PTA program that asks students to create works of art based on
an annual theme. This year's  theme was “Beauty Is ?
The program has several levels. Judging first took place within individual schools’ PTAs,
and then with in the Northwest Suburban Council of PTA/PTSA, which represents
District 15. It then advanced to the regional level, where llli nois PTA District 37
reviewed 1,464 projects, and awarded 35 of its 69 awards to District 15 students. Those
works of art were then judged in the state Reflections program in February, and 24
pieces from lllinois were selected for judging at the national level in May. Entries that
reach the national level of judging receive one of four levels of recognition:

Honorable Mention

Award of Merit

Award of Excellence

Outstanding Interpretation Award
The national PTA organization gives up to five Awards o f Merit and three Awards of
Excellence in each grade division of each arts area. Six Outstanding Interpretation
Award recipient s—one from each arts area —are chosen from among all the Award of
Excellence recipients. The Outstanding Interpretation Awards r ecognize the most
creative interpretation of the theme in each of the arts areas, regardless of grade
division.
All students w hose entries reach the national level of judging will receive a letter of
congratulations and are considered Honorable Mentions
For more information, contact Tim Waldorf, writer/editor, at 847 -963 -3204 or
waldorft@ccsd15.net.

Panther Press
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DISTRICT 15 NEWS
NEWS RELEASE

D15 Board makes five assistant principal appointments

The District 15 Board of Education approved five assistant principal appoin tments for the
2010 -11 school year during its April 14 meeting.
- Debby Sorensen, who is currently serving as assistant princip al at Frank C. Whiteley School,

will serve as assistant principal at Kimball Hill School next year.
- Liz Wong, who is currently  serving as assistant principal at Carl Sandburg Junior High, will

serve as assistant principal at Frank C. Whiteley School next year.

- Doug Harter, who is currently serving as assistant principal at Walter R. Sundling Junior High,
will serve as assistant  principal at Carl Sandburg Junior High next year.

- Tamara Byrne, who is currently serving as assistant principal at Stuart R. Paddock School, will
serve as assistant principal at Walter R. Sundling Junior High next year.

- Matthew Warren, who is current |y serving as resource teacher for students with learning and
behavioral disabilities at Carl Sandburg Junior High, will serve a s assistant principal at John G.

Conyers Learning Academy.
All appointments are effective July 1, 2010.

Debby Sorensen
Mrs. Sorensen has served as Frank  C. Whiteley School’s assistant principal since 2007. She
began her career in District  151in 1995 as a resource teacher for students with learning and

behavioral disabilities at Virginia Lake School, and served in the same capac ity at Stuart R.
Paddock School for five years before accepting her current position.

Mrs. Sorensen holds a bachelor’s degree in education from Nor thern lllinois University, and a
master’s degree in educational leadership from Concordia University.

Liz Wong

Mrs. Wong joined District 15 in 2008 when she accepted her current position. She holds a
bachelor’s degree in English from North Central College, and a master’s degree in educational

leadership from Aurora University.

Doug Harter

Mr. Harter joined District 15 in 2008 when he accepted his current position. He holds a

bachelor’s degree in sociology from the University of Wisconsin at Madison, and a master's d e-
gree in school social work from the University of lllinois at Chicago.

Tamara Byrne

Mrs. Byrne has served as Stuart R. Paddock S chool’s assistant principal since 2006. She joined

District 15 in 2005 as an assistant principal, splitting her time at Stuart R. Paddock and
Frank C. Whiteley schools.
Mrs. Byrne holds a bachelor’s degree in education from lllinois State University, and a master's

degree in educational administration from Northern lllinois University.

Matthew Warren

Mr. Warren joined District 15 in 2004 when he accepted his current position. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in special education from lllinois State University , and master’s degrees in
curriculum and instruction and school leadership from Concordia University.

For more information, contact Jim Garwood, assistant s uperintendent for administrative services,
at 847 -963 -3202 or garwoodj@ccsd15.net.
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DISTRICT 15 NEWS
STAY INFORMED: Sign up for D15 E -News

Are you online? Do you have an e -mail address? Then why haven'’t you
subscribed to D15 E -News? D15 E -News is the fasted, most convenient
way for on -the -go families with Internet access to receive important
information about Community Consolidated School District 15.

Monthly e -mail bulletins produced by the district's communications

department will provide you with a variety of need -to-know information

about our di  strict and its schools, and fill you in on the many great things going on in

our classrooms. And, should emergencies arise, detai Is of the steps our administrators
will take to address them will be delivered directly to your in -box.

District 15 launched th  is service last fall in an ongoing effort to improve communication
with parents and the public at large. You can subscribe to it by visiting District 15’s
Web site, www.ccsd15.net, clicking the D15 E -News icon in the bottom right  -hand
corner, and submitti  ng your e -mail address when prompted.

Once registered, you may choose the type of e -mails you wish to receive, and, in each
e-mail, you will be provided with the option of updating your profile or canceling your
subscriptions.

District 15 values your pr  ivacy. It will not sell, rent, or give any information submitted
in the subscription process to anyone.

So stay informed by sig ning up today. For more information, contact Sandy Cramer,
webmaster, at 847 -963-3125 or at cramers@ccsd15.net.

FLYERS NOW FOUND ONLINE

Parents —don’t forget! You no longer have to dig through bac k-
packs and shuffle through countless sheets of paper to find that
flyer you're looking for.

Information from nonprofit organiza tions, government agencies, and District 15

business partners is now found online in the new D15 E -Flyers section of the distri  ct's
Web site, www.ccsd15.net. Just click the D15 E -Flyers icon at the bottom right ~ -hand
corner of the page, browse the list of flyers, and download those that interest you.

The list is updated weekly, so check back often to stay in touch with the many gr eat
activities and resources your community has to offer.

Panther Press
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ARTICLE FROM NATIONAL PTA
MONEY MANAGEMENT FOR KIDS

Parents can start teaching their kids the skills needed to manage money by first teaching

them character traits that are also us eful in other areas of life, says Shane Barkley, author

of a book about teaching children basic principles of money management . Read more to
find out how to instill these character traits in kids and what else you can do to help them

spend money wisely.

Parents play a vital role in equipping their children to make wise decisions with money. The
teaching process entails concepts li ke debt and credit as well as broader ideas like the
difference between luxuries and needs.

Shane Barkley sees these teaching  opportunities a little differently than most. While the
monetary concepts are important, the author of “Dad Cents ” explains tha tteaching kids
about money really starts with teaching them about positive character traits.

“The character we show in how we  utilize money is same throughout all the rest of our life

so the cool thing is when you teach kids about money, you're teaching them about life,” he
says. If a man isn’t faithful, he says, how long do you think he will have a job? If a man isn’t
trustworth y, how can he be trusted with a credit card or a computer?

The teaching applies to other aspects of life, including academics, he adds. But, for it to
work, the teaching must be intentional, Barkley says. Parents cannot rely on the “learn by
example” meth od alone for teaching kids how to spend wisely. “It can’t just be kids

watching. We give as many bad examples as good examples, " he says.

One crucial concept for kids to understand is the difference between needs and wants,
Barkley says. Lines betweent he two become easily blurred. Barkley suggests having daily
conversations with your kids on the topic of wants vs. needs. When t hey use the words
“want” and “need” question them on why they chose that word. Challenge them on whether
something truly isane ed or a want. Two ideas can help with this, Barkley says:
Opportunity costs: Children can learn the impact of money by examining opportunity
costs. Show them what they are giving up by the choices they make. As an example, tell

them they have $10 and they  can either go to a movie, get gas for the car, or eat at
McDonald’s. Examine their choices and the ramifications.

Concept of s carcity: When you have to limit what you buy, needs vs. wants becomes
terribly important, Barkely says. Say, for example, that the child wants a $100 pair of
shoes. Ask them what they would do if they spent $50 on shoes and had $50 left over.

“Kids make better choices when money is in their hands,” he says.

For more '\nformat'\on
on the National
go to www.PTA.019
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INTERESTING ARTICLE
PARENT INVOLVEMENT

Parental Involvement — The Key to Student Success!

According to the National Education Association (NEA), parents must be activ ely involved
in order to insure a child’s success in school. Study after study has indicated that a
child’s educational experien ce is enhanced when a parental figure is involved.

Here are a few of the research findings into parental involvement:

When par ents are involved in their child’s education at home, children do better in
school.

Children go farther in school when their p arents are involved in school.

A home environment that supports learning is more important to student success
than income, edu cation level or cultural background.

The sooner the parental involvement starts, the more powerful the effects.

Some of the results of parental involvement include student achievement, reduced
absenteeism and improved behavior.

What can parents doto g et involved?

Read to or with your children. Join or start a book club with your teen.
Check homework every day.

Stay in co ntact with your child’s teachers.

Become involved in the school’s parent organization.

Advocate for better educational suppo  rt throughout your community.

It's never too late to get involved with your children and their education!

For more information  on student success, please check the NEA Web site:
http://www.nea.org/parents/index.html
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